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21 per cent c:
of LS polls In mm 1a

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Out of the 1,710 candidates
contesting in the fourth
phase of the Lok Sabha
per cent have declared cri
nal cases against themselm
and 24 candidates haye
declared zero assets, as per the
Association for Democratic
Reforms(ADR) report.
The ADR and The National
Election Watch analysed the
self-sworn affidavits of 1,710
out of 1,717 candidates, who
are|contesting in the Lok Sabha
elections 2024 Phase IV on
Mdy 13.
A total of 360 candidates have
declared criminal cases against
them. Emphasising the dis-
arities amongst the financial
gackgrounds of the candidates
with the richest candidate in
the fray is Dr Chandra Sekhar
Pemmasani of Telugu Desam
Party with assets over Rs. 5,700
crare.
Among the 360 candidates (21
per cent) with criminal cases,
17 candidates.were convicted,
11 declared cases related to

TR TETs

IR U3 &7 9 fi’;o ;

ferian

UhUe

nrges oll

3 facd
 murdegand 50 can-
inal cases

- 2 out of 3 candida

<A against
apdidates fac-

m chargesofr be, the data

inal back-

Al

Amongﬂ:e major pa
of 3 candidaf fro AIMIM,

Sena, 10 out f17
from BRS, 35out of 61 candi-
from Congress, 40 out of

Athphase
cases: ADR

Thackeray), 12 out of 25 can-
didates from YSRCP, 3 out of 8
candidates from All India
Trinamool Congress and 7 out
of 19 candidates from |
Samajwadi Party have declared ]
criminal cases against them-
selves.
In addition to criminal disclo- ’
sures, the ADf}} repgrt also |
hi ts significant diversity |
gmnfg"; the candidates'finan-
cial b ounds.
A total of 476 candidates out of
1710 are “crorepatis’, with
assets exceeding Rs. 1 crore,
with Dr Pemmasani the
richest. While, 24 candidates
declared zero assets, the report
showed.
Inr to these fi
the ADR has proposed a series
of reforms aimed at the
criminalization of politics.
These include permanent dis-
ion of candidates con- |
victed of serious crimes, bring-
ing political parties under the
Right to Information Act;land
implementing stricter penalties
for candidates providing false
information on election affi- |
davits.
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At 11%, UP tops 2024 list of

JEE (Advanced)

54% Of Aspirants From 6 States, Data chgE(M) Qualifiers Shows

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Eleven per cent of
candidatesappearingfor Joint
Entrance Examination-Ad-
vanced (JEE-Advanced) 2024
— the gateway to 23 Indian In-
stitutes of technology (II'Ts) —
will befrom Uttar Pradesh.

An analysis of JEE
(Main) qualification data al-
so revealed that of the 2.5
lakh candidates who quali-
fied to take the IIT entrance,
more than 54% are from just
six states and nearly 73%
from 10 states.

Moreover, thoughover 75%
of the registered candidates
opted to take both (Jan and
April) sessions of the JEE
(Main), which is also an en-
trancetest for centrally funded
technical institutions and oth-
ers, just around 28% of them
managed to improve their re-
sults in the second sitting.

JEE (Advanced) is consid-
ered one of the toughest com-
petitive exams in India, where
aspirants must first qualify
among the top 2.5 lakh in the
JEE (Main) and then compete
for17,000 odd seats in IITs.

Uttar Pradesh (28,300+),

ndidates

ROGRESSREPORT |

State withovor

10k quaificati-n  (Ad
Uttar Prade:

e |

Telm ¥
Andhra Pradesh |

Rajasthan

Karnataka |

Bihar ,588
Tamil Nadu 251
Delhi

Gu]ar# * 1,744
Madhya Prades 1,188

i)
Total ,

Elig Lie for JEE
anced)

o 389323

90% & above
9% &above [ |36472
98% &above [ | 13818

No. of female Candidates

No. of candidates who
appeared in Jan and
improved their score in April

No. of Candidates who scored

Jan and April

No. of male candidates

a7 10
w 15

who scored 95% & above | who scored 95% & above
o 14909 61,796
g Eligible for JEE (Advanced) in %

75% 16%
s st PH

38.80%
UR

27%
0BC

Maharashtra (24,504+) and
Telangana ,1004) not

only continue to ddminate -

the results, these top three
states also aceount fqr more

than one-third (30.7°a of the
total candidates eligjble for
JEE (Advanced).

There are 1.1‘ stated which

have more than 11,000 eligible
candidates, which is close to
9% of thetotal candidatesto
have qualified.

There are fivestates with
over 21,000 candidates, which
include Andhra Pradesh and
Rajasthanas well. :

A total of 14.1 Jakh candi-

dates registered for JEE
(Main) this year of which over
75% appeared in both the ses-
sions of the exam, registering
ahigh96% attendance.

The last date for JEE (Ad-
vanced) registration is May 7
and the test will be delivered
on May 26,2024.
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Gaurav Saigal
Gaurav.saigal@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Two key contestants
are vying to change their politi-
cal profile by becoming MP for
the first time in the Barabanki
reserved Lok Sabha constitu-
ency, the land of the Gha-

ghra where progressive
farmers are changing the

crop pattern from the tra-
ditional opium to mentha
and indigo for a financial
uptick.

Bharatiya Janata Party
candidate Raj Rani Rawat -
is the former MLA from
Kursi (2002) in Barabanki. She
entered the fray for the 2024 Lok
Sabha poll after a controversial
video allegedly linked with the
former candidate Upendra Singh

e T v N

e land of p Ogressi
contestants in race to be

POLL
WATCH

\

rmers, key

a
ﬁ};st-ti me MP

Rawat went viral. ( BARABANKI CONTEST "W
Pitted against her i§ Congress ' R \
candidate Tanuj Punif, an engi- Total 23, 2 "
neer by qualificationiwho also o
plans to take forward the legacy | APprox 95,000 new voters
<of hisfather, the formdrbureau- | Approx 28,000 voters between 18 and 20 years of age
crat and ex-MP Bfrabanki lak A
(2009) PL Punia, Tanfyj is sup- | APProx 12 lakh voters between 20 and 39 years of age
ported by the jwadi Party, 2024
which is in alliance with [ =" (AlNDI TES - :
Congress. { Raj Rani Ra (B«'Pi { Tanuj ﬁii (Congress)
Barabanki goek to polls ! 4
on May Bahujan PAST WINNI : !
Samaj Party he seat . nah R ]
in 2004, the Corlgress in - . ‘“ 'mp
2009 and the BJPitwice in 2014 Priyal Rawai BJP
ion in 2014 and '
;glc;essmn 14 an \_ 2009 PLPu i (ong ress J
Raj Rani Rawafs politi-  but lost to the Samajwadi Party’s assembly election in 2017 from
cal career started in 1995 as a  Hardev Rawat. She became BDC Zaidpur (Barabanki) and polled
block development Pouncil member in 2000 iscurrently  over 81,000 votes but lost. He
member (Nin‘kra-l). She to  president of the bankizila was a candidate again in the
contested the statdassem-  panchayat. 4 2022 assembly polls but finished
bly election as a BJP cahdidate Tanyj first contested the state continued on 315
=7 BARABANKI | S VY

ier, in the 2019 Lok Sabha
ns, Tanuj Punia got the
ess ticket for the Bara-
Lok Sabha s:l.but could
n against BJP candidate
a Singh Rawat. Tanuj is
trying his electorafluck for the

foul e now and seeking to
becorie a member of the Lok
] :‘Sﬂb ;

Bardbanki was once known
for growing opium, a medicinal
herb cdntaining many alkaloids

as esic, anti-tussive
v odlch modern

inithe food, perfume and
my E sectors for its anti-obe-
sity and pnti-inflamatory proper-
ties

natural dye, is now
ds in the Barabanki

fields.

Baral i Lok Sabha constit-
uency hds a total 23,29 417 vot-
ers, incldding 95,000 new/first-
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{
Lucknow: The nomina {
Mehrotra, Samajwadi Pdr candidate sup-
ported by INDIA bloc fror Lucknow Lok Sab-
ha, have been ac e district election
office on Monday iny. |
However, the no n papers of SP na
tional spokespersan tosh Verma, who fi
led as a backup ca atefor Ravidas, werere-
jected. He filed ninatibn papers on the di
rections of SP president 2 ilesh Yadav amid
apprehension that Ravidas's paper ITight get
rejected duetosol issu@s

Nomination of] 20 out of 41 candida-
tes, including B aj) ingh

tes inclu

Singh
waha (BSP).

o
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‘Voter turnout: Will Lko
soar or falter agam"

The dist administration is \'

pulling out all stops to
push Lucknow voters to.
breach the never-
achieved 60% polli
mark, fearing it
again amid rising
temperatures, and an
extended weekend on the
polling day
AnupamSrivastava

dip

anupam srivastava@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: As the polling date
draws near, the district admin-
istration has vigorously initi-
ated several voter turnout cam-
paigns in collaboration with
diverse sections of society. The
pace of these campaigns is
intense because the state capital
had the lowest voter turnout
across all 80 constituencies of
the state in the previous general
elections. In 2019, Lucknow
recorded a 54.72% vote, which
was around 4.49% less than the
state average of 59.21%.

out was ity

2014, wllﬂggn!y 53.02% of vot-
ers chose to vote. But when
comparing the numbers from
2014:and 2019 to elections in the
de before that, the voter
turnout shows an en

increase. In the 2004 Lok Sabha
polls, the voter turnout was a
meagre 35.28%, while in 2009 it
was 37.49%. Undoubtedly,
between 2004 and 2014, Luc-
know’s voter turnout has shifted
from helng lesslhanm mwcll
above 50!

The volers responded 1o the
big-ticket political fervour of
2014, when anti-incumbency
against the then UPA-2 govern-
ment was at its peak, and BIP's
promise of ‘Ache Din’ was reso-
nating. Similarly, in 2019,

©1n 2019, Lucknow recorded a 5472% votermmnut, whichwas
around 4.49% less than the state average of 5921

‘@ The 2019 voter tumout was slightly higher than in Iou when
only 53.02% of voters chose to vote.

‘einthe 2004 Lok Sabha polls, the voter turnout was a meagre
35.28%, while in 2009 it was 3749%.

upward trend, with the 1962
elections witnessing the

turnout till then at 58.49%. This
phenomenon was likely a reflec-
tion of the public’s mood during
the India-China conflict era.
However, in the years that fol-
lowed, the people of Lucknow
perhaps became in

political discourse, leadingtoa
significant drop in voter turn-
out. As the then-mighty Con-
gress became embroiled in bit-
ter internal party politics in the
eraafter Jawaharlal Nehru and

hastri, people also
lost interest.

In the 1967 Lok Sabha polls,
only 27.62% of Lucknow voters
turned out tovote. Ho
1971, the turnout signifi
rose to above 46%, fueled by
nationalist zeal during the
India-Pakistan tensions over
East Pakistan (present-day
Bangladesh).

The desire to overthrow the
Indira Government in the first
election in 1977 after the emer-
gency was evident in the decent
voter turnout of 53.62%. How-

nationalism was a driving force ever, as people soon became
after d a surgical by the Janata
strike on Pakistan following the  Party government that came to
Pulwama terror attack. power, the next election in 1980
Professor Manuka Khanna,  saw disillusioned voters choos-
head of the department of politi-  ing to abstain from voting. Luc-
cal seience, Lucknow University  know Lok Sabha recorded just
said nationalism or other signif- *  37.63% voting.
icant events that captured the Prime Minister Indira Gan-
people’s general imagination  dhi’s assassination in 1984
surely impacted voter turnout.  resulted in a ma increase

This trend had been well
observed from India's first gen-
eral election in 1951 to the
recent past, she said.

The inaugural 1951 election
had a relatively moderate voter
turnout of 42.03%. Subsequent
elections generally saw an

t0 40.30% in Lucknow. In the
election where there was virtu-
ally no opposition to Congress,
the results were clear even
before the polls. The 1989 elec-
tion was probably the worst in
terms of voter turnout in Luc-
know. The city recorded its low-

est-ever voting percentage at a
mere 28.65%.

In the decades of the 90s
when Hindutva politics and
caste-based identity politics
dominated the Hindi heartland
of Uttar Pradesh, the polling
percentage in the state capital
remained close to 50%. How-
ever, it actually crossed the 50%
mark only in 1996 when the
charismatic Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee was pitched as a possible
PM candidate. He went on to
become the prime minister, but
only for 13 days in his first stint.

The 1998 and 1999 elections
also registered decent polling at
49.35% and 48.57%, respec-
uvely A big reason was again

Atal's candidature and the city’s T~
bellefoﬂuvul prime minis-
ter as their MP.

By the ﬂme the 2004 Lok
Sabha polls came, Lucknow’s
voters had probably again lost
the zeal. As BJP's India Shining
campaign failed to resonate,
Atal’s last contest saw a big dip
in voter numbers compared to
the 1999 polls. The trend of well
less than 40% voter turnout wit-
nessed in 2004 also continued
in 2009, only to be lifted above
50% in 2014,

The challenge, therefore, is
whether Lucknow can breach

never-achieved mark of 60%
voter turnout this time around.
Amidst hopes, the fear is that
the city of Nawab does not dive
down again, as often witnessed
in the past. The less-than-previ-
ous turnout in the first two pha-
ses, coupled with rising temper-
atures and hen!wavels‘iw&
sidering that the polling
May 20 is a Monday, which
might extend the weekend for
some, has raised concerns.

LEMAY.204
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BAHRAICH: A TI0-kflometer long ‘Run for

Vote' race was orgahise €

Nepal border area if Bahraich on Saturday.
The race aimed to boost voter turnout in the
upcoming parliamentary elections for the
Bahraich and Kaisefganj Lok Sabha seats,
scheduled for May 13 and May 20
respectively. Generglobserver Anil Raj Rai
and DM Monica Ragi jointly flagged off the
relay race in Rupaideha, while expenditure
observer TSenthil Murugan and CDO R.
Ramaiya flagged off the race in which
youths participated.
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